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Modification of Police Pensions

One of the questions that we get asked on a regular basis is why the Police Pension reduces at age

65 when the state pension commences. On giving the explanation we get asked why we don't put
something in the magazine? The truth is that we have dealt with this subject many times in the past
but when you were 55 yvears of age it was of no consequence al that moment and would not be until
stale pension was imminceot so 1 suppose that from time to time it bears repeating, 1 intend to do
what we usually try 1o do and that is to keep it simple without complicating the subject with oo
much detail. The legislation which applies to the abatement is contained in the Police Pension
Regulations 1987, Schedule B, Part VII, paragraphs 1 and 3 but for our purposes what 1 think is
needed is an explanation much like that which vou would be given over the telephone.

Back in 1948 we were, [or those who
Cannen remembeer, serting oue oor stall
hecome o progressive welline minded
state, having suffered o long as a cesull
al the war, Ome ol the reguirements wis
thar wie would @l pay inio a central
Maticmal Insurnonce fund, and thien there
wionld bee g serics of benefits avilable 1o
all whos e piid inoro help us when we
necded such assistance. The concept did
awiy with the need for charioe and i
meant thar we all paid inteo the schema:
accorching to o incomes. Thas the
berrer ofl helped v provide Toe the worse
ol Byt this was to be done withour the
st of charity,

The legiskation, which brought this sbouar,
wits contiined in two Acts of Parliament,
thiey wiere twio af the most Impartant Acts
i the modern development of chis
coniry. The two Acts were the National
Hleath Act and the Magionad Insurance Aol
andd together they dealt with glmost every
aspect af the system, which we now cill
The Welfuee Stave’. They provided free
health cover, bath in respect of your
Generl Practitfoner and hospioadisation;
they provided unemployment benefir;
thiv prowlded benctits for those incapahble
ol work or injured at works they provided
childdren's allowances: they provided care
for the elderby wnd they provided o stare
persion, at the age of 60 years for women
and 65 vears for men. The list provided
here B8 by no means comprehensive, bt
the intention wis o provide o secvice lor
all from ‘eradle o grave

in 1944 0 Socilist Government
implemented the legislation dnd
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therefore it encapsulated doctrines of
couality nnd this wis manifese in the st
prension system, The legishition
recopnised thit there were o number of
pecple who were in Occupation:]
Pension schemes although these were
nivwhere near the same number as now
exist. The concept of equality was
cnshreined in the Act where is stated dha
no peesan should receive more than one
pension, IFyou had an ocoupitional
pension then it would be reduced or
increased by the amount of the stare
pension amd il vou did mon have an
oeenpatiomnl pension then yoo received
the state pension

There were certain transitional
arrangemenes made o people who ar
that time were alecady contelbuting
towateds an occupational pension and
those of our members who were serving
in 1944 will remember that they paid a
small amount moce on thelr National
Insuninee Samp 1o protect both
[HEMSIOTS.

For those who joined the police service
faned other ocoupations) after 1948 the
Crovernment devised a system, which vear
by year ensured that ar the thme you
riached 0% vears of age vou would only
receive one pension. 1f that intention had
eeen more appropriately deafeed inco cthe
Hegulations then all of us on reaching 6%
vears of age would lave our police
pension reduced by the amount of the
stare retirement pension 1o which we
were entitled, For whateyver reason, the
drafts” peaple gor it wrong and clearly did
not allow for inflation and other rapid

chianges o the ccomomy with the result
that only a proportion of the intention
e inen effect. The whole concept wis
abindomed in Aprll 1980 and all police
officers whio jofned aler that date swill
receive i ol oecupational pension and a
fuill stete pension. I you joined on or
after the 1 July 1948 bt before 1 April
1980 vou will have your police pension
reduced {or modificd) from st
penslonable age at the rare of 1,70 4
veur for cach year ol semace from 5 July
1948 o 51 March 1980, up (o i maximum
ol 30 vears, with the sesult than the
highest reduction possible is 85100 4
year, The honus was that iF you served
within those dates you had a Sp per week
reduction in your police pension
contributions,

Himwever, there is usually o period of tme
etwisesn retining and reaching stae
pension age and the abarement {s apphied
v the original Police Pension which is
then recalculared with the annual
pension increises o give o new ihated
pmonnt and the cumulative effect of this
can reduce the police pension by arownd
S 00 0 weeelk at its muodmum although for
most people now reaching 65 vedars it will
not be gudee sa much, 1 s worth
repeating that whilst it s an absolure
nonsense having our penstons reduced in
the way they are, if the Government of
1948 had done things differently then we
wirild only receiving a very small part of
oir police pension ar state retirement
ape. The Low was st tested in August
1998 Bt it is clearly one of those
anomalies that must g



